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TWENTIETH CENTURY AMERICAN NOVELS 
 
BRING TO CLASS EVERYDAY: 
 

 Ringbinder 

 Two pens everyday 

 iPad (charged) 
 
CONDUCT 
 
Each class period begins with your orderly entrance.  Please take your seat 
immediately.  When the bell has rung, all should be silent. 
 

 

 Ear Buds—You may only use ear buds after you ask me if you may listen to 

music while you work silently.  You may not listen to anything on your iPad 

while I or anyone else is instructing you. 

 Cell Phones—You may not bring your cell phone to class, per the student 

handbook. 

 Games—You may not play games on your iPad in class…Ever! 

 iPad—You must have your iPad with you every day for class and it MUST BE CHARGED! 

 Violations—of the above will result in a technology violation referral, failure to 

comply, or failure to participate. 

 Food—You may not bring food to class. 

 Bathroom Passes— Please use the bathroom between classes.  The best strategy 

is to use the restroom on the way to class instead of asking me to use the 

bathroom two minutes before the bell rings. 

 
The rest of the course will be centered on the following activities. 
 
STYLE 
 
This course will consist of teacher-directed discussion augmented by a seminar-like 
participation from class members.  A typical class period will consist of the following 
activities: 
 
 Quiz—when applicable 
 Class-led discussion on passages and meaning  

 
  
CLASS-LED DISCUSSION 
 
You have an insert in the course book with 8-10 premises as well as a list of 
passages for each of the novels we will read.  You must be prepared to 
discuss these premises and passages as they occur in our discussions.  You 
must maintain Dual Organizers for each novel.  You must keep these Dual 
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Organizers for next year because you will need them as reference.  Your 
participation in class discussion will enhance your personal understanding of the 
literature as well as that of your classmates.  Without your participation, you will 
be privileged to listen to me alone for ninety-two minutes, and as thrilling as that 
is sure to be, it will be one-dimensional, as you will only experience a single 
perspective. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
The intent of this course is to provide a forum for the intense study of literature 
akin to the manner in which one would study literature in college.  You must, 
then, be willing to read novels, as well as keep up with your other classes. 
 
If you are a junior, this class will prepare you for AP Composition and Literature. 
 
If you are a senior, this class will prepare you to be successful in an Introduction 
to Literature class in college. 
 
Primary classroom activities will revolve around directed discussion of the 
novel, and this requires that you make constructive contributions based on your 
reading of the text. 
 
The analysis that you will write may seem a bit foreign to you, as you will be 
required to write about what the text represents instead of merely what happens 
in the novel.  This means that you must be able to read and comprehend 
complex texts as well as draw original and compelling thoughts about them. 
 
THE WORK 
 
You will read three novels for this course.  If you plan on taking AP next year, you 
should purchase your own copies of these novels as you will be required to 
complete assignments with the aid of these novels.  The specific editions that will 
be used are listed below. 
 
You will write three literary analysis papers that will rely only on the text of the 
novel for support.  You will employ New Critical theory to analyze the literature 
and write the papers.  Outside sources will not be used to support your 
contentions about the literature.  These are challenging papers that will try your 
skills as writers and thinkers more so than has occurred in the past.  The papers 
will be due on the due date regardless of whether you are here or not.  If you 
know you will be absent on a due date.  Essay will be written on Google Docs 
and shared with the instructor.  
 
 clackenbucher@casdk12.net 

 
 www.lackdown.weebly.com 

mailto:clackenbucher@casdk12.net
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Before we begin to discuss a section of a novel, I will give you a brief multiple-
choice quiz, typically 15-30 questions in length.  The purpose of such quizzes is 
to strengthen your observation of detail in the text that you read. 
 
Frequently, you will work in groups of three to solve various literary queries about 
passages in the novels that you will then report back to the class.  Group 
discussion will commonly take 10-15 minutes. 
 
Last, this course is a prerequisite for taking AP English.  The skills you will 
develop in Novels are an essential background for succeeding in AP.  Therefore, 
no one will be admitted to AP English without having successfully completed 
Novels. 
 
PARTICIPATION 
  
Participation, according to the GHS Handbook, requires that you do not exceed 
twelve (12) countable absences.  Upon a student’s ninth (9th) absence 
during a trimester, the student will have to earn a C- on the final exam to 
earn credit for that trimester.  Attendance is of utmost importance to your 
understanding the work at hand.  Therefore, it is crucial for you to be very 
judicious about absences, especially with spring break, because class cannot 
stop to accommodate a two or three week absence, nor can due dates be 
postponed.   
 
DUE DATES 
 
Barring any tragedies in your life, no paper or assignment will ever be late.  If a 
paper is handed in late, 10% of point total will be subtracted per day late.  (That is 50 
points per day of a 500-point paper.)  Weekends count as individual days (3). 
 
EXTRA CREDIT POLICY 
 
There will be no extra credit offered.   
 
THE BOOKS 
 
All of the books as well as other ancillary materials are available in the Novels 
Literature iBook. 
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GRADES 
  
 15%--Essay #1  Papers will receive a score out of 500 points 
 20%--Essay #2 
 25%--Essay #3 
 25%--Class work—Dual Organizers. 
 15%--Quizzes,  

 
As per school policy, the final will consist of 20% of your overall grade. 
 
 
 

A 93-100 
  A- 90-92.9 
  B+ 87-89.9 
  B 83-86.9 
  B- 80-82.9 
  C+ 77-79.9 

  C 73-76.9 
  C- 70-72.9 
  D+ 67-69.9 
  D 63-66.9 
  D- 60-62.9 
  E 59 and below 

 
 
Your grade will only be elevated if the total grade average is within less than half 
of one percent of the next grade.  In other words, if your average is 89.51% B+ I 
may choose to elevate your grade to a 90.00% A-.  If your grade is an 89.49, you 
will collect the grade you earned.  Simply put, the cut-off must appear 
somewhere to ensure fair and equitable treatment. 
 
 

You will be able to find class information and 
materials at: 
 
www.lackdown.weebly.com 

 

http://www.lackdown.weebly.com/

