ENG 11A STUDY GUIDE

Everything you need to know is in your course book, so please do refer to it.
Clauses and Sentence Structure

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE—This is a clause that can stand by itself.   It features at the very least a subject and a verb with perhaps a modifying phrase or an object. It is a complete thought.

SUBORDINATE CLAUSE—This clause begins with either a relative pronoun or an adverbial conjunction.  It is not a complete thought.  If you said a subordinate clause out loud, it would not make sense.  

· ADJECTIVE, NOUN, and ADVERB clauses are all subordinate clauses.
ADJECTIVE CLAUSE—These clauses begin with Relative Pronouns.  

· You CANNOT replace these clauses with the word something.

NOUN CLAUSE—These clauses begin with Relative Pronouns.  

· A noun clause can be replaced with the word SOMETHING or SOMEONE and the sentence will sound sensible.

ADVERB CLAUSE—These clauses begin with ADVERBIAL CONJUNCTIONS 
SIMPLE SENTENCE
· Features one independent clause.
· Simple sentences have no relative pronouns or adverbial conjunctions
· Simple sentences may have a (,and)  but it will be a part of a series of items.

· Simple sentences will only have (1) independent clause.

EXAMPLE: 

· I will trim the hedges.

· I will trim the hedges, the lawn, and the trees.

COMPOUND SENTENCE
· These sentences feature two independent clauses 
· a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS) or a comma or a semi-colon.
EXAMPLE:

· I bought some lumber, and then I repaired my fence.
· I saved all of my money, for I have always wanted to travel to Honduras.
COMPLEX SENTENCE—

· These sentences feature one independent clause and one or more subordinate clause.

· Look for a Relative Pronoun (That, which, who, whom, whose, how, why, what)

· Or…

· Look for and adverbial conjunction

· A complex sentence will have a second verb.

EXAMPLE:

· The officer found the child who had been missing for two days.
· While I was driving to work, I listened to the news.
COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE—

· These sentences feature at least two independent clauses 

· and 

· one or more subordinate clauses.

· Look for a Relative Pronoun (That, which, who, whom, whose, how, why, what)

· a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS) or a comma or a semi-colon.
EXAMPLE
· When our team finished the project, we all went out to lunch at the Mumbai Grill, and our friend Andy met us there.
COMMA RULES

Items in a series

· 3 or more items are separated by commas

· a comma must be placed after second item and before coordinating conjunction.

EXAMPLE

· I own a Ford, a Chevy, and a Dodge.

Two or more adjectives

·  Two adjectives are separated by a comma when both adjectives modify a single noun.

EXAMPLE

· Steady, consistent study habits will ensure success on the final exam.

Independent Clauses 

· Two or more independent clauses are separated by a comma when followed by one of the seven coordinating conjunctions.

EXAMPLE

· I bought some lumber, and then I repaired my fence.
· I saved all of my money, for I have always wanted to travel to Honduras.
Nonessential clauses and phrases.   

· A clause is nonessential when it can be removed without the sentence losing its meaning.

· Look for relative pronouns (which, who, whom, whose are most commonly used in non-essential clauses).

EXAMPLE

· My uncle, who is a contractor, built a shelter for homeless animals.

Introductory Elements precede the subject of the sentence.  There are three kinds of these:

· Sentence begins with either a preposition, an adverbial conjunction, or a participle (word ending in ing or ed).

EXAMPLE

· At the dawn of history, there lived an ancient people called the Druids.

· While I was driving to work, I listened to the news.

· Driving to work, I listened to the news.

Interrupters are usually quite short and really do interrupt the sentence and the DO NOT use relative pronouns.

EXAMPLE

· Do you know Ted, my grandson?

· To kill a mockingbird, a book about a family in the South, is beloved by millions of people.

Conventional Uses includes placing commas in

· Dates

· Addresses

· When a title follows a name

Addressing a letter.

Remember…the passive voice sequence consists of:

· Past tense linking verb

· Past tense verb

· Prepositional phrase that always begins with BY

These items are always in direct succession.

The Active Voice—emphasizes the subject on the left side of the verb, and this commonly occurs early in the sentence.

EXAMPLE:  I completed my homework last night.

Explanation: I is the subject as it is the element that commits the verb action—I am completing my homework.

The Passive Voice—hides the subject at the end of the sentence or doesn’t include it at all.  

EXAMPLE:  


· My homework was completed( the passive sequence.

OR

· My homework was completed by me( the passive sequence.
NOTICE that when revising you essentially flip the sentence and place the ending at the front and the beginning at the end, compared with the example above.

· The manuscript was rejected by my publisher.


·  My publisher rejected my manuscript

TO REVISE the passive voice into the active, simply emphasize the subject in front of the verb.  Notice that My publisher is the subject.
USING VERBS CORRECTLY—See page 22 of your course book.

Present Participle—He is studying for his final exams
Past—He studied for his tests.

Past Participle—He has studied for his finals for the past two years.

Lie and lying—This means that the item in question is at rest

· My shirt lies on the floor or my shirt is lying on the floor.

Lay and laying—This means that a person is placing something somewhere.

· I will lay your shirt on the table 

· I am laying out your clothes on your bureau.

Past perfect tense of Lie is lain

· I have lain your shirts on your bed for years.

· Use lain when using have or has

Sit and sitting—This means to that you are resting on a chair or a bench
· I will sit here until I have finished my work.

· I have been sitting here since noon.

Set and Setting—This means that you have placed an item some place.
· I will set your books on the table.

· I am setting the plates on the table right now.

Rise and rising—This means that you are getting up from a chair or a couch, etc.

· I will rise from this chair and feed the dog.

· I am rising now and will feed the dog in a few minutes.

Raise and raising—this is something you do for something else

· I will raise this child myself.

· I will raise your spirits

Remember that arise is an irregular verb in the past perfect these (using have, had, or has)

· New problems have arisen since yesterday.

· A new problem arose last week.
ADJECTIVES—Remember these modify nouns or pronouns.
· Good, real, bad, rich funny are all adjectives.

ADVERBS—These words modify verbs, other adverbs or other adjectives.

· Well, really, badly, richly, and funnily are all adverbs.

MISPLACED MODIFIERS

Fatigued, the rolling pin broke as the baker dropped it on the floor—Sounds like the rolling pin is fatigued, which is not possible.

· Fatigued, the baker broke the rolling pin when she dropped it on the floor.

Having chosen a destination, the trip simply had to begin—Sound like the trip chose a destination, which is impossible.

· Having chosen a destination, I simply had to begin the trip.
