Hamlet—Act IV

Act IV, Scene I

Vocabulary

brainish-brainstick

divulging-becoming public

blank-target

1. After learning of Polonius’ death, what is the King’s reaction? Why?

2. Is Gertrude loyal to Claudius?

Act IV, Scene II

Vocabulary

scourge-punishment

1. How does Hamlet react now to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

2. What figurative language does Hamlet use to describe the King?

Act IV, Scene III

Vocabulary

England-the king of England

hectic-fever

1. How does Hamlet react to being sent to England?

2. Where does Hamlet say Polonius’ body is?

3. What does the King’s closing soliloquy reveal? What contradiction between his surface behavior and his real feelings is apparent?

Act IV, Scene IV

Vocabulary

imposthume-abscess

fust-to go moldy

trick-trifle

1. What effect does meeting Fortinbras have on Hamlet?

2. What does Hamlet’s soliloquy reveal about his present idea of himself?

Act IV, Scene V

Vocabulary

spills-destroys

shoon-shoes

larded-adorned

dupp’d-opened

Gis-slanderous term for Jesus

Cock-slanderous term for God

arraign-accuse

wheel-burden

fennel-columbines-flowers symbolizing infidelity

rue-plant symbolizing repentance

daisy-flower symbolizing unrequited love

violets-flowers signifying faithfulness

1. Describe Ophelia’s behavior. How does Claudius react to Ophelia?

2. Describe Laertes’ response to his father’s death. How is he a foil for Hamlet?

3. Ophelia distribute flowers to the King and Queen before she dies. How do these

flowers relate to the characters and their actions?

4. What happens to Ophelia?

Act IV, Scene VI

Vocabulary

overlooked-read

1. What news is revealed in Hamlet’s letter to Horatio? What does this show about Hamlet?

2. What will happen to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

Act IV, Scene VII

Vocabulary

feats-wicked actions

naked-impoverished

abuse-deception

siege-rank

scrimers-fencers

simples-medicinal herbs

gall-wound

cold-chaste

lauds-hymns

1. Why does the King tell Laertes he will not kill Hamlet himself?

2. Explain Laertes and Claudius’ plan to kill Hamlet. How is Claudius taking advantage of Laertes?

