
Life, whether reflected in literature or history, can present difficult changes.  In Things Fall Apart, Okonkwo views himself as a strong man who fears becoming weak, so he makes every effort to be a strong, dominant man in his village.  However, upon accident he accidentally kills a boy and must go into exile and live with his maternal clansmen, which he views as a humiliation.  During his exile, missionaries enter Umuofia and attempt to convert the natives and impose Western values on them.  The missionaries view the natives as primitive in their customs and in need of recognizing what the missionaries view as a superior cultural values.  Inadvertently, though, the natives allow the missionaries to destroy their culture and the fabric of Umuofian culture is forever destroyed through a damaging transition that Okonkwo realizes he can not accept but is powerless to thwart.  In Things Fall Apart,  Chinua Achebe explores the insidious effects of colonialism to suggest that cultures can be destroyed when help turns into coercion.
GOOD BODY PARAGRAPH


As the book opens, Umuofia is described as fearless and strong and Okonkwo is described as great wrestler and a fierce warrior.  Okonkwo's father Unoka, who is dead, was a weak man who allowed his sloth and laziness to keep him from farming and harvesting any crops.  Unoka, instead of buying crops, used any money he had to by “gourds of palm-wine, called round his neighbors and made merry" (4).  As a result, he owed neighbors much money.  Okonkwo viewed this behavior as weak, and virtually "his whole life was dominated by the fear of failure and of weakness….  It was the fear of himself, lest he should be found to resemble his father" (13).  His desire for toughness blinds his thinking, which leads him to alienate his son, Nwoye, whose "incipient laziness"(13) pains Okonkwo.  This later leads Nwoye to seek shelter with the missionaries so that he might feel as though he belongs, and this is the first stage of Umuofia's destruction.  By the end of the novel, Umuofia's rejects and Okonkwo's preoccupation with strength prevents him from rallying his kinsmen to fight the injustices of the missionaries.
BAD BODY PARAGRAPH


Okonkwo can't get anyone to understand the missionaries are dangerous.  It is obvious the Igbo people think the Europeans are silly.  They think they are basically dumb and will just go away.  The whites need a place for their church.  "They asked for land to build their church." (page148).  The natives give them the evil forest.  They actually think this will cause their ancestors to kill them.

IMPROVED/SELF-EDITED PARAGRAPH

While Okonkwo fails to sway his kinsmen to fight the missionaries, the people of Umuofia also do not recognize the harm the missionaries pose.   The Igbo people fail to take the Europeans seriously and do not realize the harm they pose.  At no point do the missionaries appear benign, harmless, or well-intentioned.  Rather, they immediately begin to preach the gospel without any consideration of the Igbo people as an ancient civilization with cultural mores and folkways that have sustained them for thousands for years.  In fact, the Europeans view the natives imperiously as a people in need of conversion.  However, the natives view the missionaries as silly buffoons, not as a clear and present threat to their cultural existence.  When the missionaries "asked for land to build their church" (148), the natives give them the evil forest, believing their ancestors would destroy the missionaries.  Clearly this is a false belief, but it one that kept the Igbo from responding decisively as they would have done with another tribe in the past.  Nwoye is one of the first "who had been captivated" (147) by the missionaries because his father had rejected him for being too weak.  This conversion, in turn leads to other converts and the eventual undermining of Umuofia.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Okonkwo's preoccupation with strength leads inadvertently to his exile which contributes to his ineffectiveness in defeating the missionaries.  In Okonkwo's absence, Umuofia fails to comprehend the threat the missionaries pose.  This blindness coupled with the self-superiority of the European missionaries' inability to recognize cultural differentiation collectively contributes to a culture being undermined and destroyed.  In the end, Umuofia never recognized how it allowed its own culture to fall apart by, in some cases, freely joining the enemy.  For cultures to survive, other cultures must recognize the inherent sophistication that lies within foreign cultures so that bias and ethnocentrism does not destroy rich traditions and customs. 
