INTRO

Growth is a frequent them in literature, but the growth that characters incur in literature is not always an enriching one.  In The Great Gatsby, Nick Carraway observes and interacts with several irresponsible and vacant characters who dim his view of humanity.  Gatsby constructs a false persona to foster a new relationship with a former paramour, an effort that fails to yield the result he desires.  In building this persona, Gatsby effectively dooms himself both spiritually and physically.  By the end of the novel, Nick Carraway is left to ponder the nature of spiritual vacancy in people who are unable to consider the impact of their actions on those around them.  In The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald explores the careless behavior of a few characters suggest a spiritual wasteland in an oasis of riches.
GOOD BODY PARAGRAPH


When Nick moves to West Egg, he quickly joins his second cousin, Daisy, and her husband Tom for dinner only to learn that Tom is an irrational man given to a cornucopia of cruel impulses.  The novel is, of course, a retrospective of past events, and early in the novel Nick observes that Tom and Daisy conducted their lives randomly "for no particular reason, and then drifted here and there unrestfully wherever people…were rich together" (6).  Fitzgerald's word choice of drifted suggests the aimlessness with which Tom and Daisy allow to be a part of their lives as they allow life simply to happen to them.  Later in the novel, Gatsby intimates to Nick that "I drift here and there…"(67), again suggesting aimlessness.  The difference is that Gatsby will prove destructive to himself, while Tom is destructive of those around him.  During dinner with Tom and Daisy, Nick observes an hellacious display of racism during which time Tom expounds on "Civilization going to pieces" (12), and that "[i]t's up to us, who are the dominant race, to watch out or these other races will have control of things" (13).  He also comments that his theories are "all scientific" (13).  Later, Nick also learns that Tom is flagrantly engaging in marital infidelity.  All of these behaviors depict Tom as a vulgarian who has lost any point of redemption, an observation Nick considers near the end of the Novel.
BAD PARAGRAPH

Gatsby is a fake who is trying to be someone he’s not.   Gatsby is a fake all around.  Even his house isn’t real.  “It was a factual imitation.” (5). He lies about who he is and says he's from San Francisco.  He does this to get back with his old lady that he’s hung up on, and really he’s actually shallow.   It is a shame he acts like he does because he could’ve achieved something in life like when he was young.


In an attempt to regain an irrecoverable loss, Gatsby constructs a false persona that he believes will make him more acceptable.  The impetus for creating the Gatsby persona is Daisy's rejecting him as not acceptable when he is a young man. As a result of this amorous rejection, Gatsby creates a persona that Fitzgerald describes as "a seventeen-year-old boy would be likely to invent, and to this conception he was faithful to the end" (98).  He concludes that he must be wealthy to be acceptable, and thus he goes about accruing a fabulous estate and a great treasure.  He fails, though, to notice that his new life renders his character virtually vacant of any moral or spiritual substance.  Even the estate he acquires is described as "factual imitation" (5), the word  imitation suggesting the superficiality of his presentation and, thus, the life he is currently leading.  His desire to regain Daisy's love via material riches fails , of course; however, the fact that he has circumvented his own potential evades him entirely.
